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Greetings Midstates Chapter members! I hope 

everyone has had the chance to get back into the 

swing of things after the fantastic annual conference 

in New Orleans. As I look out my window at fresh 

snowfall, Iõm remembering sitting outdoors with 

beignet and café au lait at the Café du Monde with 

great fondness!   

I want to thank those of you who came to our chapter meeting in 

New Orleansñit was terrific to see  so many of you, and to get to know 

some of you better. That includes Andrew Wang, our 2017 William C. 

Bunce Travel Award Winner. Andrew is a student at Indiana University 

and he not only attended our chapter meeting, but brought several fellow 

students with him. A big thank you to Karen Stafford and Amy Trendler 

for their effort on the 2017 Bunce Travel Award Committee. 

Andrew also volunteered to be part of a group investigating building 

our chapter membership this year. This project may include several 

different facets, including revitalizing connections to area librarians whose 

membership may not be current (and yes, that is a hint to check when you 

last paid your dues). For those of you who have yet to pay your 

membership dues this year, please do consider adding an extra $10 to $20 

to the William C. Bunce Travel award.   

Another initiative to expand our membership is new program of 

outreach to library and information science students in the Midstates 

Region. Along with Katie Greer and Jaime Lausch Vander Broek, weõll be 

looking at the benefits that chapter involvement can offer to student 

members. Some options discussed include mentoring through the job 

search and application process and assistance with C.V. and letter 

preparation. 

Speaking of mentoring, a big thank you goes to Katie Greer for her 

work as the Chapter Mentoring Liaison. She has been in this position for 

the Midstates Chapter since this program was launched in 2014. Katie is 

now interested in focusing on some other areas of interest, and we are 

looking for a new volunteer to take advantage of this opening.  Please let 

me know if youõre interestedñIõd be happy to fill you in on what is 

involved. 

By Cara List  
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This past December I was fortunate enough to have received the 

William C. Bunce Travel Award, generously given by ARLIS/NA 

Midstates to attend the ARLIS/NA annual conference in New Orleans. 

I want to thank the entire ARLIS/NA Midstates chapter for providing 

this award and for being such a welcoming group. I would not have 

been able to attend the conference without their support. 

With the impending closing of the Fine Arts Library at my home 

institution (Indiana University), the conference reignited my passion to 

continue pursuing a career in art librarianship. It was especially 

refreshing to reconnect with two of my former supervisors/academic 

advisors, Kristina Keogh and Jasmine Burns, both of whom I 

professionally and personally respect.  

I hit the ground running for this yearõs conference, moderating the 

Graphic Novels Special Interest Group on the first day of the 

conference. My co-moderator, Tara Smith, couldnõt make it to this 

yearõs conference, so I had the privilege of organizing this yearõs 

meeting solo. We had a lightning round of presenters who represented a great range of information 

professionals working with comics, including Chris Harter from the Amistad Research Center, Aimeõ Lohmeyer 

from the New Orleans Public Library, and Caitlin McGurk from the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and Museum. 

As a student, having the experience to facilitate a meeting with such innovative professionals was truly one of 

the highlights of the conference. 

One of my favorite panels from this year was òWhen Research Doesnõt Start with a Question.ó Stephanie 

Grimmõs presentation really opened my eyes to utilizing resources that are often overlooked in academia. She 

argued that the use of expert òknow-howó resources can be just as useful as, or more appropriate than, 

traditional peer-reviewed texts. This is an especially fruitful idea when serving studio artists, who tend to draw 

visual inspiration from a variety of sources. I also loved Shannon Robinsonõs presentation from this panel, which 

discussed the idea that library patronsõ innate curiosity can be suppressed when opportunities to browse and 

discover new materials are thwarted. 

I also co-presented a poster with last yearõs winner of the Bunce Travel Award, Kendra Werst. Our 

presentation detailed the various collaborative projects that our student organization, the Society of Art 

Librarianship Students, pursued in the past two years. This gave us the chance to really showcase our 

accomplishments, but also to inspire the ARLIS community to work more closely with information and library 

science students at their own institutions. 

Attending ARLIS/NA this year was exactly what I needed to push me through my final semester of my 

program. I truly appreciate the opportunities that the Midstates chapter and the Bunce Travel Award have 

provided me. Thank you! w 

ARLIS/NA Midstates Bunce Travel Award Report  
By Andrew Wang, MLS/MA Candidate,  

Indiana University, Bloomington  

One more thank you is deservedñthank you to Stephanie Fletcher for stepping up when Secretary/ 

Treasurer, Janelle Rebel took a new position at the Goldstein Library at the Ringling College of Art and Design 

in Florida (Good luck, Janelle!). Thanks to Stephanie, minutes will continue to be taken and books to be 

balanced.   

Iõm looking forward to our Fall Chapter meeting, which Iõm excited to develop as a hybrid meeting, with 

the business meeting accessible from a distance, but with additional events planned for those who can attend 

in person. Many details have yet to be worked out, but I look forward to sending out information this spring. 

Cara List 

Chair, ARLIS/NA Midstates Chapter 

Andrew at the poster session in New Orleans. 
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Midwestern Art Cataloging Discussion Group  

     The fall 2016 meeting of the Midwestern Art 

Cataloging Discussion Group (MACDG) was held in 

conjunction with the Visual Resources Association-

Midwest Chapter from October 28-29 at Indiana 

University-Bloomington. Attendees hailed from Illinois, 

Indiana, and Wisconsin.  

On Friday VRA-Midwest held their business meeting, 

and Tassie Gniady (Coordinator for CyberDH, Indiana 

University) presented on photogrammetry and 3D object 

creation. Saturday began with presentations about 

cataloging artistsõ books by Lori Dekydtspotter (Head of 

Lilly Library Technical Services) and Ruth Tucker (Senior 

Monographic Cataloger, Indiana University). At the 

MACDG business meeting attendees discussed their 

current projects and topics including shelf-ready 

cataloging, training for student catalogers, and cataloging 

artistsõ books. 

Later in the afternoon the group learned about the 

cataloging procedures at the Mathers Museum of World 

Cultures from Chief Curator Ellen Sieber. The day closed 

with Nan Brewerõs tour of the Sidney & Lois Eskenazi 

Museum of Art, where the group viewed a mid-career 

retrospective of Vik Muniz, a collection of Tiepolo 

drawings, and highlights from the works on paper 

collection. 

Minutes for our most recent and past meetings can be 

found on the MACDG website, https://

artcataloging.wordpress.com. Please contact Karen 

Stafford at kstafford2@artic.edu if you would like to be 

added to our mailing list. w™ 

By Karen Stafford, MACDG Chair and Head of 

Technical Services, Ryerson & Burnham Libraries, 

The Art Institute of Chicago  

New ARLIS/NA Midstates Chapter Officers  
Secretary/Treasurer  

Stephanie Fletcher is  

E-Resources/Reference Librarian 

at the Ryerson and Burnham 

Libraries at the Art Institute of 

Chicago. She holds a BA in 

Archaeology and Art History 

from the University of Evansville, 

an MA in Art History from the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and an MLIS 

from Dominican University. Prior to joining the Ryerson 

and Burnham Libraries staff, Stephanie was the Collection 

Management Librarian at Trinity International University 

and Spotlight Exhibitions Coordinator at the Newberry 

Library. She recently completed the ARLIS/NA Midstates 

Chapter mentoring program (as Amy Trendler's mentee) 

and is the incoming moderator for the ARLIS/NA Art 

Librarian Parents and Caregivers SIG. 

Vice Chair/Chair Elect  

Melanie Emerson is the 

Head of the Ricker Library of 

Architecture and Art at the 

University of Illinois, prior to 

this position she worked at 

the Ryerson and Burnham 

Libraries, at the Art Institute 

of Chicago and the Detroit 

Institute of Arts Library and Archives. She holds a MA 

in Art History, Theory, and Criticism from the School 

of the Art Institute of Chicago and a MILS from Wayne 

State University. Melanie been an active ARLIS/NA 

member for 12 years and has been a member of the 

Midstates Chapter since 2010. Melanie has served on 

various committees at both the national level and the 

chapter level. 
 

Ellen Sieber shows attendees a collection of anthropological busts from 

the 1890s.  

https://artcataloging.wordpress.com
https://artcataloging.wordpress.com
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The Art Library as Place: A Summary of 

Events from the IFLA Art Libraries Section 

Satellite Meeting in Chicago, August, 2016  
       The Midstates Chapter, in conjunction with the Ohio Valley 

Chapter, hosted the 2016 International Federation of Library 

Associations Art Libraries Section Satellite Meeting last August, at the 

Art Institute of Chicago. Doug Litts and myself served at the co-

chairs of the organizing committee. Fellow Midstates members 

Melanie Emerson and Rebecca Price, along with Sandra Ludig Brooke, 

chair of the Art Libraries Section Standing Committee, completed the 

planning committee. Many other Midstates members helped organize this conference and it would not 

have been possible without the contribution of Alexis Burson, Anne Danberg, Leigh Gates, Cara List, 

Karen Stafford, and Marsha Stevenson. 

The satellite meetingsõ theme was The Art Library as Place: Building on the Past, Building for the Future and 

the goal was to promote excellence in art library facilities and draw attention to model preservation and 

renovation projects, to new construction, and to innovative planning methodologies. The papers presented 

focused on the design and use of modern and historic art and architecture library facilities -- both stand-

alone facilities and those integrated within larger institutions. The subjects included new art library 

construction projects, art library preservation 

and renovation projects, buildings adapted for 

use as art libraries, history of art library 

architecture, art library fixtures and 

furnishings, innovative planning methodologies 

and design collaborations, user studies on 

what patrons want from art library spaces, art 

library design and the digital shift, and 

speculative approaches to new paradigms of 

library design. 

Over three days just about one hundred 

art library professionals from around the 

world met at the Art Institute of Chicago. Day 

one and the second morning were devoted to 

presentations by some twenty international 

speakers on aspects of the theme. The second 

afternoon and the third day were programmed 

with tours of Chicago architecture, museums 

and libraries, which included many Chicago 

Architecture Foundation walking tours, as well as tours of the Newberry Library, the University of 

Chicago Libraries, the Ryerson and Burnham Libraries and Prints and Drawings, the Robie House, and 

Frank Lloyd Wrightõs home and studio. A detailed program of events with paper abstracts is available on 

the satellite meetingõs website (http://ifla2016arts.arlisna.org/). 

In addition to the presentations and tours, there were also three social gatherings. There was a 

keynote address by Stewart Hicks and Allison Newmeyer of Design With Company which was followed 

by an opening reception on the Grand Staircase of the Art Institute of Chicago. The historic Louis Sullivan 

Stock Exchange Trading Room in the Art Institute was the setting for a ticketed gala dinner. We 

concluded the satellite meeting with a wonderful reception on the top floor of the Motorola Building, in 

By Viveca Pattison Robichaud, 

Special Collections Librarian, 

Architecture Library & Institute 

for Latino Studies, University of 

Notre Dame  
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The School of the Art Institute of Chicagoõs 

Flaxman Library hosted it's second bibliodérive event 

on Friday, February 24th, 2017. Invited librarians at 

Maryland Institute College of Art, Denver University, 

and Northern Arizona University to also participate in 

similar situations on this day.  

The bibliodérive is 

an expansion or 

disruption of traditional 

library research 

practices, encouraging 

fresh possibilities and 

unexpected discoveries. 

The concept is 

appropriated from the 

Situationist International 

practice of the dérive or 

òdrift,ó an exploratory 

research methodology in 

which participants move 

rapidly through various 

urban environments and 

ambiances, leaving the 

predictable path and eliciting new interactions. This 

methodology can also be applied to the exploration of 

libraries, archives, information ecosystems, and the 

very concept of research. 

This year we are encouraged focus on issues of 

diversity and inclusion as they surface in -- or 

challenge --  research practices in academia. This 

resulted in a number of interesting òsituationsó or 

performances, such as No tengo las palabras (I donõt 

have the words).  In which: 

ò the number of books equal to the number of 

people that have been deported from Chicago 

(a òsanctuaryó city) since Trump became 

president will be collected and carried for the 

duration of an hour. The books will all be 

authored by Latinx 

immigrants and 

published in the U.S.ó 

The performance was 

even more impactful as 

number of books was 

too great to carry all at 

once, though the time 

was spent attempting 

this performative piece. 

Additionally The Flaxman 

Library Bibliodérive Deck 

which included prompts 

created by the SAIC 

community, which aims 

to engage participants 

with the library collection 

by exploring non-traditional research approaches and 

the physicality of the library itself. One popular 

example was òGo to your favorite spot in the library 

and stack 5 books  to act as a cairn. Leave them there 

as a trailhead marker.ó 

For more on the biblioderive event you can check 

out instagram #biblioderive, and  this website for 

information on the 2017 event, as well as 

documentation from previous years.  w 

Bibliodérive at Flaxman Library, SAIC  
By Mackenzie Salisbury, Reference & Instruction Librarian,  

John M. Flaxman Library, School of the Art Institute of Chicago  

Photos courtesy of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 2017. 
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