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Greetings, Midstates Members!

It was such a pleasure to (virtually) see so many
members at our fall mini-conference and business
meeting. Our mini-conference keynote presentation
featured Emilee Matthews, Head of the Ricker Art &
Architecture Library at UIUC, and Jessie Knoles,
assistant archivist for the ARLIS/NA archives. Emilee
and Jessie showcased a number of items from the
ARLIS/NA archives exhibit that was on display at the
annual conference in Chicago this past spring. I know
I find it fascinating to see the items which document
the history of our professional organization –
especially those conference buttons! Following the
keynote presentation, we enjoyed a lightening
presentation from Kalita López, the processing
archivist at the Indianapolis Museum of Art Archives
at Newfields. Kalita discussed interdisciplinary
processing and how she applies this to her work with
archival materials. I want to thank the presenters
again for their time and for sharing their expertise
with us for the mini-conference.
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Our fall business meeting was full of timely updates, and I
want to thank everyone who participated. One thing I took
note of is that many ARLIS/NA members have not signed up
for the ARLIS/NA Commons. If you haven’t already signed up,
please do so! You can register at no cost on the site
(https://arlisna.hcommons.org/) Discussion groups, Kaltura
recordings, and online publications are available through
ARLIS/NA Commons. Our own chapter’s website will be
migrating there in the near future!

As we near the end of the calendar year, there is still
important work to be done. Our chapter has the honor of
hosting the George Wittenborn Memorial Book Award
subcommittee, and we will be holding officer elections soon.  
 
I would like to give a shout out and congratulate two of our
chapter members for the nomination to the Executive Board
of ARLIS/NA! Melanie Emerson has been nominated as Vice
President/President Elect, and Stephanie Fletcher has been
nominated as Advancement Liaison.  
 
I’ll end by saying that I wish you all good health and best
wishes as we close out 2022. If the cold weather gets you
down, just remember that you have Mexico City to look
forward to in April!  
 
All best,
Terrie Wilson
Midstates Chair
 

 

LE
TT

E
R

 F
R

O
M

 T
H

E
 C

H
A

IR
TE

RR
IE

 W
IL

SO
N

P A G E  2  |  M I D S T A T E S

https://arlisna.hcommons.org/
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The Fall 2022 ARLIS/NA Midstates Fall
Business Meeting was held virtually. At 11:00

AM CST/12:00 PM EST, attendees gathered to
discuss developments within the society for

this calendar year. The attendees present
were: Emilee Mathews, Mackenzie Salisbury,

Nancy Siker, Melanie Emerson, Becca Pad,
Stephanie Fletcher, Marsha Stevenson, Patricia
Gimenez, Rebecca Price, Heather Koopmans,
Amy Trendler, Meredith Kahn, Larissa Garcia,

Anna Simon, Rebecca Fitzsimmons, Greg Baise,
Stephanie Grimm, Terrie Wilson. Thank you to

each member for your participation. 

The meeting began with approval of the Spring
Minutes. Terrie Wilson motioned to approve the
Spring 2022 minutes, and ARLIS/NA Members

approved the minutes presented. Becca Pad
followed with an update on the current balance

for the General fund, which is $3,251.16. The
current total for the Bunce Fund is $534.95. The

group received the update that there are
currently 60 ARLIS/Midstates Members in good

standing. A reminder was issued that
membership dues can be paid as part of the

ARLIS/NA bundle or individually by check or
Paypal. Stephanie Fletcher inquired on donations

to the Bunce Fund. It was stated that
contributions to the Bunce Fund can be made

through Paypal, the embedded link on the
Chapter website, or by check to the Treasurer.

Becca Pad provided an update on the
Bunce Travel Award and Student Awards.
Members were informed that Becca Pad,
Sarah Carter, and Mackenzie Salisbury

are serving on the Awards Committee this
year. Members with questions regarding

the Bunce Travel Award or the Sponsored
Student Membership Award can be

directed to these committee members.
The Bunce Travel Award is open to all

ARLIS/NA Members, and offers $600 in
compensation towards the ARLIS/NA

annual conference. The award
applications are evaluated based on

financial need, chapter participation,
conference participation, and first-time

attendees. The Sponsored Student
Membership Award supports a student or

new graduate by funding a one-year
membership in ARLIS/NA and ARLIS/NA

Midstates. The recipient will
subsequently make a one-year

commitment to join the Chapter’s
mentorship program, participate in the
Fall meeting, write a brief report, and

serve on the Awards Committee. 
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Stephanie Grimm followed with the Chapter Liaison Update. Members were
informed that the ARLIS/NA Board will finalize the annual budget for 2023
at the December meeting. There is discussion on shifting the conference
planning model for 2024 and beyond, to lessen the burden on individual

chapters. The intention is to shift towards a strategic model, while working
to support conference planning across the organization. The ARLIS/NA

Board will share more information on these developments after voting on
the finalist cities for 2024. Additional updates included that Stephanie

Grimm hosted a bylaws meeting for chapter members. In this meeting, she
discussed the role of bylaws and reviewed the best practices for revising

them. Stephanie will reach out to individual chapters with tailored
recommendations on updating bylaws. Additionally, chapters continue to

migrate to the ARLIS/NA Commons. As of October 2022, a new membership
category has been instituted within ARLIS/NA for Library Staff. Rebecca

Price announced that two ARLIS/NA Members, Melanie Emerson and
Stephanie Fletcher, are joining the ARLIS/NA Board. 

 
Greg Baise continued the meeting with an update on the ARLIS/NA chapter website.

There is testing underway regarding a new website theme. Once testing is complete, Greg
will contact Meredith Hale to work on the migration to the ARLIS/NA Commons. Members

were encouraged to contact Greg if they notice missing information on the website, or
need to request revisions. Terrie Wilson followed with an update that Indiana University-

Purdue University Indianapolis will continue to host the chapter listserv. 

Terrie Wilson directed the meeting towards discussion on the Elections Committee, updating
members that the ARLIS/NA chapter is due to conduct chapter elections. Stephanie Fletcher

is unable to serve as Chair due to her new role on the ARLIS/NA Board. She will be
completing her term as Vice-Chair / Chair-Elect. The Secretary/Treasurer position will be

vacant following Becca Pad’s term. Members are encouraged to nominate or self-nominate to
serve as chapter officers. Terrie will send a call to members to serve on the Elections
Committee. Additionally, Terrie updated members regarding donations for the annual

Conference in Mexico City. The ARLIS/NA Chapter has historically donated $300-350 to the
conference; Amy Trendler moved to donate $350 to the upcoming conference. Larissa Garcia

seconded the motion. The ARLIS/NA Midstates Chapter then passed the motion by a
majority vote. Amy Trendler proposed that ARLIS/NA Midstates establish a Library Staff

membership category for $10. Greg Baise followed by seconding the motion. The ARLIS/NA
Midstates Chapter passed the motion to add the membership category. 
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Congratulations to

ARLIS/NA Member Anna
Simon on her promotion to

Head of the Kohler Art
Library!   

Submissions for ARLIS/NA's
George Wittenborn Memorial
Book Award are open! This

oppurtunity is a valuable way
to engage within a leadership
position, and collaboate with
other ARLIS/NA Members.  

Congratulations to Larissa
Garcia, incoming Vice

Chair/Chair Elect, and Alex
O'Keefe, incoming

Secretary/Treasurer! 
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Chapter Bylaws Q & A
S U B M I T T E D  B Y  S T E P H A N I E  G R I M M

Midstates Members, 
 

Another session on this material will be issued once new chapter mambers are
onboarded. Stephanie Grimm is currently reviewing chapter bylaws to flag

any possible revisions, including reccomendations to add new language about
chapter officers resignation, removal, and replacement (details in slide). 



ARLIS/NA Chapter Member, Gabrielle

Frigo, is a Graduate Student for Dominican

University's MLIS Program. She assumed

the role as Graduate Assistant for Rebecca

Crown Library in 2022. Frigo has submitted

images taken during her participation in an

ongoing book-recycling initiative of

withdrawn collection material.  The project

has become her point of interest regarding

conservation within collections.  

The Book-Recycling Project
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1. What is your current profession?

2. What are 3 things you are hopeful for this year?

3. What are your thoughts on the future of libraries? 

Thank you to Ana D. Rodríguez, Katie

Edmiston, and Shelley Kilroy for your

participation in this moment of

recognition.  

New Member Spotlight 
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For this Fall 2022 edition, Ana D. Rodríguez, Katie Edmiston, and

Shelley Kilroy accepted the request to introduce themselves as

new members. It was a pleasure to pose these three questions for

their consideration: 
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Q: What is your current profession?

A: I am Ana D. Rodríguez, the Digitization Coordinator and Registrar of the Rare Book &

Manuscript Library (RBML) at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). I am a

GLAM and cultural heritage professional with over 23 years of experience in the field. 

Q: What are 3 things you are hopeful for this year? 

A: Everyday I try to keep an optimistic outlook in respect to the profession and my

personal life. As the world and the field of librarianship keeps evolving towards

building a more inclusive and diverse ecosystem, I feel hopeful about the future of

special collections and archives, about the students I am contributing with their

formation, and all of us as professionals continuously seeking to progress and

improve this discipline.

Q: What are your thoughts on the future of libraries?

A: It is imperative for libraries, as centers of knowledge, to keep evolving and transforming.

Libraries are communities of active learning and social engagement. From my special

collections experience and perspective, I see libraries tearing down the barriers preventing

accessible teaching and learning and expanding capabilities to create safe spaces for scholarly

enrichment. This applies to all kinds of libraries.

Ana D. Rodríguez is the Digitization
Coordinator and Registrar of the

Rare Book & Manuscript Library at
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. She holds a B.A. in

Theory of Art from the University of
Puerto Rico at Mayaguez (1996), a

M.L.I.S from the Florida State
University (2010), and a M. A. in
Art History from the University of

Florida (2016). Rodríguez has been
working in GLAM settings for the

past 23 years, 
in areas dedicated to special

collections, digital collections, and
descriptive metadata. 
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Katie Edmiston joined ARLIS/Midstates
as a new member in June 2022, shortly
after starting her new position as Arts,
Media & Design Librarian at Central
Michigan University. She has worked

previously in both academic and public
libraries, and is dedicated to engaging

with users through excellent library
programming and service no matter the

setting. She received her MLIS from
Wayne State University, and has a BA in

Painting & Drawing from Spring Arbor
University. Her passion for art and other
creative media fuels the support of her

subject areas at CMU, and her
involvement with other initiatives on

campus.

Q: What is your current profession?

A: I currently serve as the Arts, Media and Design Librarian at Central Michigan

University. I also work as a part-time artist, teaching local painting workshops

and developing my own personal body of work.

Q: What are 3 things you are hopeful for this year? 

A: As a new professional I am hopeful for a lot of things! The top three hopes at the

moment are to meet and connect with more art librarians in my region/nationally, to

begin working on my own research and writing agenda, and to build stronger and

deeper relationships with the departments I support at my university. I would also love

to be able to attend the next ARLIS Annual Conference in person.

Q: What are your thoughts on the future of libraries?

A: Libraries have evolved to better support the communities around them since their creation. I

don’t believe that will change, even as our society, culture, and technology continue to rapidly

advance. Today’s librarians are exceedingly creative, innovative, and interested in critically

evaluating our history to better our services and profession as a whole. Our commitment to

these values will ensure we continue to vitally serve and support our users and all of their

diverse needs, far into the future. 
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Shelly Kilroy received her Bachelor of
Science in Biology from Aquinas College
in Grand Rapids, Michigan and her MLIS
from Wayne State University in Detroit,

Michigan.  She has been the
librarian/archivist at the Frederik Meijer
Gardens & Sculpture Park for over 30
years.  In her role there she has built a
resource library focusing on sculpture
and horticulture resources from the

ground up as well as implementing and
managing a records management

system and archives for over 15 years. 
 Shelly is a member of the Council on

Botanical and Horticultural Libraries as
well as the Art Libraries Society of North

America. 

Q: What is your current profession?

A: My current profession is Librarian/Archivist in the Peter M. Wege Library at

the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Q: What are 3 things you are hopeful for this year? 

A: I am hopeful for a number of things but three that come to mind right now include:

That the projects I am working on now in the library, including barcoding the books for

an easier more streamlined circulation process, will make the materials in the library even

more accessible. That Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park will continue to grow as a

place of learning, community, relaxation and inspiration for years to come. That I will be

able to retire in the next 3 or so years and move on to a new chapter in my life, exploring

new avenues and revisiting things I just haven’t had time for. 

 Q: What are your thoughts on the future of libraries?

A: As I was pondering this question about the future of libraries, I thought to look at the

definition of a library. In a very small nutshell, and combining the offerings of several

different dictionaries, libraries are repositories of knowledge in various formats. If libraries,

from public to academic to special, remember their role as repositories of knowledge for

general or scholarly use, even as they may expand to other ways to serve the communities that

they are a part of, I believe they will have a bright and valuable future. 



FINANCIALS
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March 25th, 2022

$220
-$100
$20

-$1.68
 

$3,131.16

November 30th, 2022 $3,269.48

Bunce Travel Award Account Balance

-$30

$534.95

March 25h, 2022 

November 30th, 2022

Membership

A S  O F  N O V E M B E R  3 0 T H ,  2 0 2 2  A R L I S / N A  M I D S T A T E S
C H A P T E R  H A S  6 0  M E M B E R S  I N  G O O D  S T A N D I N G .  

Submitted on 11/30/22 by Secretary/Treasurer Becca Pad 

Membership Dues

Online Transfer to Bunce Account (Low Balance)

Membership Dues

PayPal Transfer Fee

$464.95

Service Charge

$100Online Transfer


